Devotional
“A spiritual perspective on the
environment”
SONG: "Radiant heart" by Shadi Toloui Wallace
“O SON OF SPIRIT!
My first counsel is this: Possess a pure, kindly and radiant
heart, that thine may be a sovereignty ancient, imperishable
and everlasting.”
- Bahá'u'lláh
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNWhCE2wOIo
1.
“Say: Nature in its essence is the embodiment of My Name, the
Maker, the Creator. Its manifestations are diversified by
varying causes, and in this diversity there are signs for men
of discernment. Nature is God’s Will and is its expression in
and through the contingent world. It is a dispensation of
Providence ordained by the Ordainer, the All-Wise. Were anyone
to affirm that it is the Will of God as manifested in the
world of being, no one should question this assertion. It is
endowed with a power whose reality men of learning fail to
grasp. ...”
- Bahá'u'lláh
2.
“If we look with a perceiving eye upon the world of creation,
we find that all existing things may be classified as follows:
First, Mineral — that is to say matter or substance appearing
in various forms of composition. Second, Vegetable —
possessing the virtues of the mineral plus the power of
augmentation or growth, indicating a degree higher and more
specialized than the mineral. Third, Animal — possessing the
attributes of the mineral and vegetable plus the power of
sense perception. Fourth, Human — the highest specialized
organism of visible creation, embodying the qualities of the
mineral, vegetable and animal plus an ideal endowment
absolutely minus and absent in the lower kingdoms—the power of
intellectual investigation into the mysteries of outer
phenomena. The outcome of this intellectual endowment is
science which is especially characteristic of man. This
scientific power investigates and apprehends created objects
and the laws surrounding them. It is the discoverer of the
hidden and mysterious secrets of the material universe and is
peculiar to man alone.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

SONG: "Maye Mngani (O Friend” by Sanele & Xolani
“O FRIEND! In the garden of thy heart plant naught but the
rose of love, and from the nightingale of affection and desire
loosen not thy hold. Treasure the companionship of the
righteous and eschew all fellowship with ungodly."
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
Link:
https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/maye-mngani-sanele-nhlabatsi
-xolani-tsele
3.
“The innumerable created things that are found in the world of
existence—be they man, animal, plant, or mineral—must each be
composed of elements. There is no doubt that the completeness
seen in each and every thing arises, by divine creation, from
the component elements, their appropriate combination, their
proportionate measure, the manner of their composition, and
the influence of other created things. For all beings are
linked together like a chain; and mutual aid, assistance, and
interaction are among their intrinsic properties and are the
cause of their formation, development, and growth. It is
established through numerous proofs and arguments that every
single thing has an effect and influence upon every other,
either independently or through a causal chain. In sum, the
completeness of each and every thing, that is, the
completeness which you now see in man, or in other beings,
with regard to their parts, members, and powers arises from
their component elements, their quantities and measures, the
manner of their combination, and their mutual action,
interaction, and influence. When all these are brought
together, then man comes into existence.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
4.
“When, however, thou dost contemplate the innermost essence of
all things, and the individuality of each, thou wilt behold
the signs of thy Lord’s mercy in every created thing, and see
the spreading rays of His Names and Attributes throughout all
the realm of being, with evidences which none will deny save
the froward and the unaware. Then wilt thou observe that the
universe is a scroll that discloseth His hidden secrets, which
are preserved in the well-guarded Tablet. And not an atom of
all the atoms in existence, not a creature from amongst the
creatures but speaketh His praise and telleth of His
attributes and names, revealeth the glory of His might and
guideth to His oneness and His mercy: and none will gainsay
this who hath ears to hear, eyes to see, and a mind that is
sound.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

SONG: “Ponder” by Ashwin & Arhwin
“O MY FRIEND IN WORD!
Ponder awhile. Hast thou ever heard that friend and foe should
abide in one heart? Cast out then the stranger, that the
Friend may enter His home."
- Baha’u’llah
Link: https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/ponder-ashwin-arhwin
5.
“Every man of discernment, while walking upon the earth,
feeleth indeed abashed, inasmuch as he is fully aware that the
thing which is the source of his prosperity, his wealth, his
might, his exaltation, his advancement and power is, as
ordained by God, the very earth which is trodden beneath the
feet of all men. There can be no doubt that whoever is
cognizant of this truth, is cleansed and sanctified from all
pride, arrogance, and vainglory. Whatever hath been said hath
come from God. Unto this, He, verily, hath borne, and beareth
now, witness, and He, in truth, is the All-Knowing, the
All-Informed.”
- Baha’u’llah
6.
“Man is the noblest of the creatures. In his physical organism
he possesses the virtues of the mineral kingdom. Likewise, he
embodies the augmentative virtue, or power of growth, which
characterizes the kingdom of the vegetable. Furthermore, in
his degree of physical existence he is qualified with
functions and powers peculiar to the animal, beyond which lies
the range of his distinctive human mental and spiritual
endowment. Considering this wonderful unity of the kingdoms of
existence and their embodiment in the highest and noblest
creature, why should man be at variance and in conflict with
man? Is it fitting and justifiable that he should be at war,
when harmony and interdependence characterize the kingdoms of
phenomenal life below him? The elements and lower organisms
are synchronized in the great plan of life. Shall man,
infinitely above them in degree, be antagonistic and a
destroyer of that perfection? God forbid such a condition!”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
SONG: "Blessed Is the Spot" by Friends in Vancouver
"Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the place, and the
city, and the heart, and the mountain, and the refuge, and the
cave, and the valley, and the land, and the sea, and the
island, and the meadow where mention of God hath been made,
and His praise glorified."
- Baha’u’llah
Link:
https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/blessed-is-the-spot-friendsvancouver

