Devotional
“Gender equality in the sight of God”
SONG: "O That I Could Travel" by Sarah & Nava
"O that I could travel, even though on foot and in the utmost
poverty, to these regions, and, raising the call of “Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha” in cities, villages, mountains, deserts and
oceans, promote the divine teachings! This, alas, I cannot do.
How intensely I deplore it! Please God, ye may achieve it."
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
Link:
https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/o-that-i-could-travel-sarahnava
1.
“The Lord, peerless is He, hath made woman and man to abide
with each other in the closest companionship, and to be even
as a single soul. They are two helpmates, two intimate
friends, who should be concerned about the welfare of each
other.
If they live thus, they will pass through this world with
perfect contentment, bliss, and peace of heart, and become the
object of divine grace and favor in the Kingdom of heaven. But
if they do other than this, they will live out their lives in
great bitterness, longing at every moment for death, and will
be shamefaced in the heavenly realm.
Strive, then, to abide, heart and soul, with each other as two
doves in the nest, for this is to be blessed in both worlds.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
2.
“Until the reality of equality between man and woman is fully
established and attained, the highest social development of
mankind is not possible. Even granted that woman is inferior
to man in some degree of capacity or accomplishment, this or
any other distinction would continue to be productive of
discord and trouble. The only remedy is education,
opportunity; for equality means equal qualification.
“And let it be known once more that until woman and man
recognize and realize equality, social and political progress
here or anywhere will not be possible.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

SONG: "Lamp" by Sarah Taborn
“O SON OF BEING! Thou art My lamp and My light is in thee. Get
thou from it thy radiance and seek none other than Me. For I
have created thee rich and have bountifully shed My favor upon
thee."
- Bahá'u'lláh
Link: https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/lamp-by-sarah-taborn
3.
“And among the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh is the equality of
women and men. The world of humanity has two wings—one is
women and the other men. Not until both wings are equally
developed can the bird fly. Should one wing remain weak,
flight is impossible. Not until the world of women becomes
equal to the world of men in the acquisition of virtues and
perfections, can success and prosperity be attained as they
ought to be."
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
4.
“Know thou, O handmaid, that in the sight of Bahá, women are
accounted the same as men, and God hath created all humankind
in His own image, and after His own likeness. That is, men and
women alike are the revealers of His names and attributes, and
from the spiritual viewpoint there is no difference between
them. Whosoever draweth nearer to God, that one is the most
favored, whether man or woman. How many a handmaid, ardent and
devoted, hath, within the sheltering shade of Bahá, proved
superior to the men, and surpassed the famous of the earth.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
SONG: "What a Power is Love" by Shireen & Carmel Zein
“What a power is love! It is the most wonderful, the greatest
of all living powers.
Love gives life to the lifeless. Love lights a flame in the
heart that is cold. Love brings hope to the hopeless and
gladdens the hearts of the sorrowful.
In the world of existence there is indeed no greater power
than the power of love."
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nlHpnJBbXEs&list=PLePDtgwcyKAS
cvchcLzY-XZTmP2tdN-EY&index=264

5.
“In the world of humanity … the female sex is treated as
though inferior, and is not allowed equal rights and
privileges. This condition is due not to nature, but to
education. In the Divine Creation there is no such
distinction. Neither sex is superior to the other in the sight
of God. Why then should one sex assert the inferiority of the
other, withholding just rights and privileges as though God
had given His authority for such a course of action? If women
received the same educational advantages as those of men, the
result would demonstrate the equality of capacity of both for
scholarship.
In some respects woman is superior to man. She is more
tenderhearted, more receptive, her intuition is more intense.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
6.
“The world in the past has been ruled by force, and man has
dominated over woman by reason of his
more forceful and aggressive qualities both of body and mind.
But the balance is already shifting; force
is losing its dominance, and mental alertness, intuition, and
the spiritual qualities of love and service, in
which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy. Hence the new
age will be an age less masculine and
more permeated with the feminine ideals, or, to speak more
exactly, will be an age in which the
masculine and feminine elements of civilization will be more
evenly balanced.”
- ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
SONG: "O Children of Men" by Walter Heath
"O CHILDREN OF MEN! Know ye not why We created you all from
the same dust? That no one should exalt himself over the
other. Ponder at all times in your hearts how ye were created.
Since We have created you all from one same substance it is
incumbent on you to be even as one soul, to walk with the same
feet, eat with the same mouth and dwell in the same land, that
from your inmost being, by your deeds and actions, the signs
of oneness and the essence of detachment may be made manifest.
Such is My counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed ye this
counsel that ye may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree
of wondrous glory."
- Bahá'u'lláh
Link:
https://soundcloud.com/bahai-blog/children-of-men-walter-heath

